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PHYSICAL MAPS 

 Illustrate the 

physical features 

of an area, such 

as the mountains, 

rivers and lakes.  

The water is 

usually shown in 

blue.  

 



PHYSICAL MAPS 

 Colors are used to 
show relief or 
differences in land 
elevations.  

 Green is typically 
used at lower 
elevations, and 
orange or brown 
indicate higher 
elevations.  

 



POLITICAL MAPS 

 Do not show physical 

features.  

 Instead, they indicate 

state and national 

boundaries and capital 

and major cities.  

 A capital city is usually 

marked with a star within 

a circle.  

 



POLITICAL MAPS 

These maps 

make it easy to 

see 

state/province or 

country 

boundaries with 

different colors. 
 



CLIMATE MAPS 

Give general 

information about 

the climate 

(weather patterns) 

and precipitation 

(rain and snow) of 

a region.  

 



CLIMATE MAPS 

Cartographers, 

or mapmakers, 

use colors to 

show these 

different zones.  
 



VEGETATION MAPS 

 Give general 

information about 

the plants and land 

cover in a region.  

  Information such as 

land make-up 

(desert, forest, etc.) 

may be included. 

 



VEGETATION MAPS 

Cartographers, or 

mapmakers, use 

colors to show 

these different 

zones.  

 



ECONOMIC MAPS 

 Feature the type of 
economic activity 
that dominates an 
area.  

 Cartographers use 
colors or symbols to 
show the type of 
economic activity 
that dominates an 
area.   

 



ECONOMIC MAPS 

Things such as 

agriculture and 

manufacturing are 

seen on these 

maps.  

 



POPULATION MAPS 

 Feature the number 

of people that live in 

a particular area.  

 The legends on these 

maps will show you 

what colors are used 

to represent 

numbers. 

 



RESOURCE MAPS 

 Feature the natural 

resources that are 

found in an area.  

 Symbols are used to 

show the natural 

resources in a region 

(copper, lead, 

diamond, etc.)   
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